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Selected Highlights of Recent Awards, Submissions, and Accolades 

The 8th annual Carolyn and Norwood Thomas Undergraduate Research and Creativity Expo (URSCO) exemplified 
the UNCG commitment to doing something bigger altogether. This March, 158 undergraduate student researchers, 
representing 39 academic departments, presented their work to faculty and staff 
judges. Topics ranged from sustainable neighborhoods to better schizophrenia 
diagnosis to Chilean hip-hop. The undergraduate expo is a campus-wide 
celebration of research, scholarship, and creativity. The event features individual 
student work, group projects, and community-based studies. Students share their 
efforts through poster presentations, exhibits, performances, and oral 
presentations.  

2014 was special for URSCO, as it recognized its first Lilian Nile Undergraduate Research 
Assistantship awardee. The assistantship honors the mother of Dr. Terry Nile, Professor in 
the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry who joined UNCG in 1998. With his love for 
scholarship and teaching, Nile has positively impacted the lives of numerous students, 
introducing them to the world of research and jump-starting their careers in industry.  Dipti 
Paudel is the first recipient of the Lilian Nile Undergraduate Research Assistantship. She 
used the award to participate in the Summer International Undergraduate Research 
Program at the University of Bristol, UK. Paudel graduated from UNCG in December 2013 

and is currently working with Procter & Gamble. She plans to pursue her doctorate at North Carolina State 
University. 
 
The Digital Temple, released in 2013 by Robert Whalen of Northern 
Michigan University and Christopher Hodgkins of UNCG, has been 
selected by the American Library Association’s Choice magazine as 
an Outstanding Academic Title of 2013, placing it in the top ten 
percent of the hundreds of titles they review.  Reviewed as “quite 
simply an amazing piece of scholarship,” this state-of-the-art digital 
work allows online users to explore two manuscript versions and 
the first print edition of George Herbert’s lyric masterpiece The 
Temple (1633). Whalen and Hodgkins bring Herbert’s poetry to life 
by allowing viewers to search through and compare the high 
resolution digital captures, which are embedded with exact 
transcriptions and detailed, expert annotations.                     

             Christopher Hodgkins, Professor of English and Director of the UNCG Atlantic   
              World Research Network. Photo by David Wilson, UNCG University Relations  

The American Library called Whalen and Hodgkins’ work “a required resource for those interested in early modern 
literature, history, political science, or textual criticism.” Choice reaches almost every undergraduate college and 
university library in the US and guides librarians, faculty, and others in collection development and scholarly 
research.  The Digital Temple was completed with a $250,000 National Endowment for the Humanities Digital 
Humanities Scholarly Editions Grant. A follow-up edition, The Digital Works of George Herbert, is in the works. The 
new edition will depend heavily on the UNCG Herbert collection, which is, according to Hodgkins, “one of the finest 
George Herbert collections in the world.” 
(http://ure.uncg.edu/prod/cweekly/2013/02/26/digitaltemplegeorgeherbert/ and 
http://www.uncgfol.blogspot.com/2013/02/the-digital-temple-telescope-for-george.html) 
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Community Engagement 

Early relationships and experiences form the foundation of lifelong physical and mental health, with 85% of the 
brain’s core structures developing in the first three years of life. In a true public/private partnership, UNCG, the City 
of High Point, the United Way of Greater High Point and the High Point Police Department have joined together to 
address this critical need in Guilford County’s continuum of care by opening the High Point Center for Children and 
Families (HPCCF) and the Victim’s Justice Center (VJC). The centers, which opened April 2, will provide 
comprehensive intervention programs for young children and their families, as well as victims of domestic violence.  
In an inviting and easily accessible setting, HPCCF clients will have access to group and individual therapy for 
children and parents, transition to school activities, parent education classes, assistance for domestic violence 
victims, and structured activities to support family visitations for children involved in the child welfare court system. 
The center, which was completely furnished by High Point Furniture Industry donations, also offers a training and 

resource room for teachers and foster families.   

The HPCCF effort focuses on the High Point Police 
Department’s highly successful Offender-Focused Domestic 
Violence Initiative, supported by research and evaluation by 
UNCG. The initiative emphasizes deterrence, improved 
experiences for victims interacting with the criminal justice 
system, and changing community norms to decrease 
tolerance for domestic violence. HPCCF will house an 
offshoot of this initiative, the Victim’s Justice Center, which 
will remove barriers for domestic violence victims seeking aid 
by bringing police, legal, and counseling services together in 

one location. Partners include UNCG’s Center for Youth, Family, and Community Partnerships, High Point 
University, Family Services of the Piedmont and Legal Aid NC. The center has been made possible through generous 
community donations, including from the Millis family siblings: Molly, Emily and Bill.                                                      
(See: http://newsandfeatures.uncg.edu/high-point-uncg-children-families/#sthash.IYjO81P2.dpbs) 

 

 

On April 1, 2014, Greensboro Mayor Nancy Vaughan and Chancellor Brady recognized the successes of local 
AmeriCorps programming at an event hosted by the UNCG Center for New North Carolinians on the 2nd annual 
Mayors Day of Recognition for National Service, a day when mayors across the country take time to thank those 
who serve and to recognize the value and impact of national service on the nation’s cities, the university and our 
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local community. Their opening remarks were followed by a panel of AmeriCorps members who shared stories of 
their service.  Anggie Huamani discussed her work with the AmeriCorps ACCESS Project, which helps immigrant and 
refugee communities gain better access to human services, become economically self-sufficient, and build bridges 
of understanding between immigrant and mainstream communities. The Greensboro AmeriCorps ACCESS Project is 
housed within UNCG’s Center for New North Carolinians (CNNC). “This year, we had 64 members placed at 27 
different partner sites providing interpretation and employment services, volunteer recruitment and management, 
and disaster preparedness education,” shared Anngie.  UNCG’s AmeriCorps ACCESS Project is the oldest and 
largest AmeriCorps program in NC. Since its inception, almost 1,000 people have served in the project with many 
moving on to professional service positions across the state. “Serving as an AmeriCorps member is not only an 
experience, but a life changing event,” Anggie added. “It is not about who you are; it is about what you can be and 
what you can do for others.” 

Innovation Commercialization and Economic Engagement 
              

Totals 7/1/13 - 3/31/14          
Disclosures Received 9  Research Agreements 3  
New Patents Filed  4  License/Option/Other 7   
Patents Granted  2  MTAs/CDAs           12    
Active Projects             46  Start-up Companies 1 
Royalties          $70,190  

 
Total Patents Granted: 
Year to date:  2 

1. Compositions, Products, Methods and System to Monitor Water and Other Ecosystems – 2/26/2014 
2. Methods, Compositions and Systems for the Identification of Species-Specific or Developmental Stage-

Specific Insecticides – 1/28/2014 
 

Total Patents Filed or Converted: 4 
1. Methods for Producing Host Plant Metabolites in Endophytic Fungi (Provisional) – 7/15/2013 
2. Virtual Reality Training to Enhance Locomotor Rehabilitation (PCT) – 9/13/2013  
3. Methods and Systems for Streamlining Mail Delivery (Provisional) – 10/28/2013 
4. Nanopore Fabrication and Applications Thereof (Utility) – 12/06/2013 

 
Submissions and Awards 
 
The preceding spreadsheet summarizes submissions and awards for external funding from 7/1/13–3/31/14. For the 
fiscal year, we are still a bit behind on submissions relative to FY13, but are ahead in award dollars by $2,637,576 
and continue to increase our submission to award ratio, indicating that we are submitting quality projects. 
 

 FY13 FY14 
SUBMISSIONS Number Amount Number Amount 

January 54   $17,233,930 42 $ 9,741,048 
February 46 $ 9,075,822 52 $14,993,095 

March 21 $ 7,251,130 25 $15,474,730 
AWARDS Number Amount Number Amount 
January 15    $    706,619 29 $ 2,138,044 

February 8  $    626,817 14 $    534,708 
March 14  $    655,472 17 $  1,523,454 
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